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Computer science and engg is
still most popular choice at llTs

DEMAND |IT-B received 17,343 applications for 110 seats; mechanical engineering is second-most popular

Shreya Bhandary

» g bivr nw-t'h Aravome nm

MUMEBAL: A degree in computer
sclence and engineering hasonce
again topped the st of courses
which received maximum apphi
catfons this year - 3.18 lakh. 0T
Bomhuy received 17,343 applica
tlons for 110 seats, There were
17,071 applicants tor 55 seats for
the course at [IT-Kharagpur, 11T
Roorkee recetved 16,617 applica
thons for 75 seats

“Computer sclence and engl
neering has been the popular
course among T asplrants for
quilte some years now and this 1s
because of the growing jJob oppor
tunities in this fleld, Students
have reallsed iws Importanee and
fullowed the same trend,” sald
Devang Khakkar, II'T-Bombay
director He added that the Increas.
Ing dermsaext hasakso pushed ITTS o
SeoK an increase In the number of
seats offered tnder the course, “In
the future we are lnoking towards
Duliding better infrastrocture and
facilitles on campus, and will dedl
nitely nerease the sears offered
under Compurer Sclence and
Engineering," he added.

According to Information
shared by the Jolnt Seat ARocation
Authority (JoSAA) this vear, the

IIT-KHARAGPUR REIGNS SUPREME
Number of students from the JEE top-100 who
have opted for IT-Bombay
2015 |
2014
2013
2012 |
Institute | Seats Applications received
UT-Kharagpur 1341 183,618
HT-Varanasi 1,090 115.273
T-Roorkee 970 66,503
HT-Bombay 203 73728
HT-Delhi 851 66,180
HT-Madras 838 100,458
HT-Kanpur 827 53,904
1T-Guwahati 615 41134
HT-Bhubaneswar 260 4581
WT-Indore 260 20,583

u Computer science and
engineering (4 years)—
3.18 1akh applications

a Mechanical engineering
(4 years)—2.94 lakh

= Electrical engineering
(4 years)—2.80 lakh

= Civil engineening

(4 yoars)—2.05 lakh

POPULAR COURSES AT ITS

(4 yoars)-50,418

(4 years)—46,884

u Chemical engineering
(4 years)—1.22 lakh

= Electronics and commi-
nication engineering

® Aerospace engineering

= Metallurgical and
matedals enalneoring

(4 years)-32,552

= Metallurgical
engineering and materials
daence (4 years)-15,729

= Electrical engineering
with MTech in
communications in
microglectronics (5 years,
dual degree)—9,869

second-most popalar conrse 1s
mechanical englneering with 264
lakh applications, followved by elec-
trical engineering with 2.80 lakh
appllcations and civ il enginearing
with 2.06 Iakh applications, ~“We
are hoping that candidates have
not Just looked at the brand name

Of the Institute but pald attention
to the course that they are more
Interested In, a5 this will reflect
In thelr performance in the first
vear itself,” said a senior offyeial
from JoSAA 2016

Even though not a siixgde of the
top 100 JEE-Adv rankers made

88% I1T-K students placed with pvt firms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/88-1IT-K-students-placed-with-pvt-firms/articleshow/52981793.cms

way Into the oldest institute

OT-Kharagpur, the institute did
recelve 183 lakh applications
which was the highest applica
tions recetved by an Institute
this vear This was followed by
T Varanast with 1.151akh appli
catlons and H'T-Madras witha lt

tle over 1 lakh applications. ITT-B
recelved 73,728 applications this
year “The number of applications
1s higher for Institutes that have
a high number of saats to offer.
Students also opt for Institutes
based on thels placsment recornds,”
sald a professor from [IT-B

Kanpur: According to the placement records of IIT Kanpur, of 1,090 students registered with the placement cell for the
academic session 2015-16, 88% of the students secured jobs in the private sector in India and abroad, 3% opted for Civil
Services, and the remaining 9% opted for higher studies.

While salary packages ranged between Rs 6 lakh and Rs 50 lakh per annum in India, a couple of students got salary
packages of close to Rs 2 crore with foreign companies abroad.

IT and networking companies offered the most handsome salary packages to students, with many Indian companies
offering packages between Rs 15 and Rs 30 lakh per annum.

To ensure that all the students were placed, the placement cell of lIT Kanpur invited more than 350 companies on
campus from December 31 to March 31 the placement period. The majors included Microsoft, Tower Research, Google,
World Quant, Nutanix, Samsung Korea, Samsung India, Oracle, Adobe, Tata Steels and others. Apart from interviews,
tests were also held to ascertain the caliber of students.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/88-IIT-K-students-placed-with-pvt-firms/articleshow/52981793.cms
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In addition to the 1,090 students who got placed, 130 students also received Pre-Placement Offers (PPOs) from different
companies during the course of their internship for the academic session of 2015-16.

Placement cell in-charge of IIT Kanpur Prof Deepu Philip said, "Over 350 companies came to recruit our students and
offered them jobs." He said that the institute had thus achieved 100% placement and this was an achievement.

"In the academic session 2015-16, 88% of the students got placed with private sector firm, while 3% students opted for
civil services. In all, 43 students cleared the Civil Services exams. We also have a cross-section of students who want to

join the public sector and nothing else. The remaining students have opted higher studies in foreign universities," Prof

Philip, while talking to TOL.

This year, there has been an increase in the number of students leaving hefty salary packages to pursue research or a
PHD in foreign universities in the US. Some of these students have also expressed a desire to come back come back to

India and later work for their country.

While talking to TOI, Ayush Sekhari, who received the prestigious President's Gold Medal during the convocation
ceremony, said he had chosen to study further and complete his PhD first instead of going in for a job.

He said he had received a job offer during the placements at the campus, but he had instead focussed on continuing
with research. Ayush is currently working on as an intern on artificial intelligence.

Speaking to TOI, some parents said they were wary their wards revealing their salary packages due to possible future
threats from local goons in their area.

They also said that salary package agreements were confidential contracts between an employee and the employer.
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Gadkari seeks advice from ITTs for
faster construction ot highways

Surya Sarathi Ray

New Delhi, June 30: With the
slower-than-expected pace of
road constructionbeingacause of
worry road transport and high-
waiys minister Nitin Gadkari has
sought advice from the country's
premier IITs on how technolbogy
can be used more effectively for
faster construction of highways
in a costeffective manner and
with lowercarbon footprint.
Construction of o relatively
shorter highwaystretchof 100km
now takes nedy 253 veary for
completion The ministerbelieves
that the time span should be
broughtdown "drastically”if the
country has to bridge its infra-
structure deficit ot a mpid pace,
sources in the ministry of road
transportand highways said.
Gadkari, inconsultation with

Times Of India ND 01/07/2016

Road construction
touched over 16 km/day
last fiscal comparedto
around 12 km-a-day in
2013-14. The transport
minister has seta goal
of building 15,000 km
of highways this fiscal

the HRD minkstry, had recently
calledameeting withdirectorsof
six II'Ts, including Chennal ind
Kharsgpur, to apprise them of
the future need and the current
condition

“Duringthecourseof themeet-
ing, the min ister askedthem toad-
vise the minlstry as to howby us-
ing appropriate technology we
can ensure faster construction,

cost efficiency and lower carbon
footprint,” asourcesald,

The Prime Minister's Office
(PMO), following enhanced allo-
cation in the Budget, Is pushing
the road transportand highways
ministry to accelerate the pace of
development of national high-
ways (NHs) continuously Devel.
opment of highways al ways helps
the ruling government score
browniepoints,

Financeminister ArunJaitiey
allceated 357,000 crore for rood
and highways for the current fis-
cal in the Budget, up from 47,000
crore in2015-16. Separately, he also
alocated 25000 crore to the Na-
tional Highways Authority of In-
din{NHAD Gadkarihas repeated-
1y said the government faces no
problem in mobilising funds for
highwayprojects.

Road construction touched

P-24

over 16 km/day last fiscal com-
pared to around 12 kmaday in
201314

Under pressure to steer road
constructionintothefastlaneand
meetthemuch-touted 0 km-nday
target, Cadkari has ot a goal of
bullding 15000 km of highways
thisfiscal, which is two- and-a-half
times of what was achieved Inst
year Tomeet the challenging tar-
get, the mte of road construction
should bea robust 41 km-aday

The Narendra Modl govern-
ment has been trying to enhance
the confidenoe of potential devel-
opers of highway projects and
lenders, It fast-tracked project
awanls, madeprojects morefessi-
bleby cuttingtheirsizes sasedthe
exit of equity investors from pro-
Jects and introduced the hybrid
annuity model thatalmost elimi-
nuted project riskfordevelopers,
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T'S A hot day in Raipur, the rains have
played truant, but their promise rests in
the heavy alr that envelopes you as we
walt under a tin roof at Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Raman Singh's resi-
dence.

There in 2 bustle of activity, the butfet has been Laid
and the Uveried wall stall are armanging an assortanent
of coloured drinks on A tray Another set of stalf opens
out the metal legs of @ long banguet table and sets L up
on the side. The table is getting a lot of attention and it
s clear that it awnits someone or something important

It arrives soon — stacks of MacBook Pro computers, in
shiny white boxes. A mun resds oot from o bst and does
acount of the Macs. Meanwhile, a distinguished invitee
walks over 1o the front row of seats and s politely red)-
rected. *That row is reserved for the children” he is

Chhattisgarh CM Raman Singh distribute d MacBooks to students
from the Maoist hotbed for clearing |IT entrance examination.

Informed. That's why we are all here, the
buresucrats, the will st aff, the guestx the
media — we are here for the chlidren

And then they trickle in, unsure and a
little overwhelmed the chief guests of
the night with thelr parents, dressed In
thelr finest. They Immediately talte thelr

laces In the rows at the very back, accus

omed Lo a place in the binterfand of seat-
ing and Nving. But it is not to be, things are
changing, a government ofMcial takes
quick stops towards them and leads them

to e fromt
Follow

hey Iollow him, sitiing three 1o 2 couch
in the couches placed ot the very front, the
others fling into the row behind, The wait
SIS rushes over with the drinks that are
declined. Another waltter tnies his luck
with the panecer (ikka, and mects the
s response. Then someone sl the end
of the row takes one, and other eyes follow
his tementy; maybe iUs alrght!

The man in e ront row wearing worn
out rubber chappals, leans forward fren
his perch on the couch, as if he may be
asked Lo vacate his seat at any moment
and It's all been a big mistake, He is
Bumarn Meshram, the father of Bandeep,
2 young man who has cracked the IIT JEE
exam and ix one of the honoured guests
this evening

Dad is an MNREGA worker “Yesterday,
I was doing Qiggring work, today T am here
because of my son,” be tells me with pride.
His son informs me that his father doesnt
quite understand what the exun means,
but be is excited o meet the chiel mirds.
ter especially in his home. And for you, 1

k. Sandeep smiles shyly: “1 want to be
n ngineer” IU's & story 1 hear over and
over again as 1 move from clild Lo parent
One decded to be an engineer when he
used o follow his parents and sisters to
onstruction sites and see that the man
in the hard top hat had the easiest job
Who was he? The engmeer!

Future

Another's isthey ook his Senily out of &
Nuxal-hit zone Lo safety or an education
and a future. Today is a culmination of
that dangerous joumey. In 2000, the
Chhattisgarh CM started a study pro-
gramme called “Prayas' for Naxal-hit
regdons and children from backwurd and
tnbal communities, These residential
sthools identity meritonious students and
provide them with free education and
accommodation for Ltwo years whilst
preparing them for the IIT entmance
exaunination, In the Srst year, four cleared
the exmm, six years later 27 have, of whilch
ot Jeast 15 should make it 0 in OT

I meet 2 boy from kst year's bat oy, he is

P-12

W’S

_

having troable @t I Khamgpur becaase
be had no laptop. This explaing the pres-
ence of the MacBooks. It seems the CM
mked for the bost Lo be given; when they
told him it was the Apple Mac, he agreed
tmmediately, despite & word of csution
from a bureauoral who sakd that the com
puters were Loo fancy for children who
didnt even know how o use them' “Bul
these kKids are going Lo be engineers.”
the CM said

Floor

The CM now sits on the floor on the
stage surrounded by the kids for a group
photo “My son never went Lo ITT" he Lelis
them, “but some of you will.” The Maoc-
Books are presented to the students. It
will be anjoe-breaker in college, the young
man from T Kharagpur tells me. “It's
okxy Lo got Lhere, Dut i0s hard foros to it
in. We can't speak very good English and
come from lages. MacHooks are cool
Yos, they are and parents even in eitios
think twice aboul busing them. Really?

Some more kids are listening in now and
sendle at thils mgneet. of information. Thoss
parents empowered to ciocose, are usually
wary of “spoiling™ thetr wards, but I can't
think of kids that need 1o be “spoiit™ more
than the ones thal stand befuee me, so 1
pursue It no Aurther despite the curious
faces. The next day. another group of sty
dents will srrive at ‘Prayas' to apply for the
two-year programune. “2017 is Mission
100, Finally, & “missdon”™ o get margin
alised students o engineering

The writer s an cvardacianing screen

uriter and bestselling novelist
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